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May 3, 1979 FOR RELEASE ON RECEIPT 

THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART RECEIVES ANDREW W. MELLON FOUNDATION GRANT 
FOR COOPERATIVE PARTICIPATION IN THE RESEARCH LIBRARIES INFORMATION NETWORK 

The Cleveland Museum of Art has been awarded a $35,000 grant by The 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation to provide startup and operating funds for the 
Museum's library to join the Research Libraries Information Network (RLIN) . 
Under a plan designed by Jack Perry Brown, Head Librarian of The Cleveland 
Museum of Art, the art libraries of the Art Institute of Chicago, and the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York will join with Cleveland in 
participating in the RLIN system. 

The Research Libraries Information Network, formerly BALLOTS, developed 
by Stanford University in 1972, is a computerized library system that provides 
participating libraries with computer storage and retrieval of library catalog 
information. Printouts of computer stored bibliographic information and 
other library-related data can also be supplied to the more than 120 libraries 
across the country cooperating in the RLIN system. 

"The addition of these three major art museum libraries to the RLIN 
system will aid scholars and students by providing nationwide computer 
access to the libraries' catalog information," says Jack Brown. "The new 
RLIN listings from the three museum libraries will include all important art 
titles currently published. In addition, the RLIN system will permit the 
three museums to share the large volume of work involved in cataloging the 
more than 13,000 volumes acquired by the museums each year," he states. 


(more) 


2-mellon foundation grant 


The RLIN system substantially reduces the time and manpower required 
to process and catalog books as well as eliminating manual processes like 
catalog card typing and card sorting before filing. Printing and sorting 
of catalog cards is accomplished automatically by the computer system. 

Computer access to the over 1.3 million catalog records of the Library 
of Congress and the participating libraries is another feature of the RLIN 
system that. will benefit the museums 1 libraries. Two other highlights of 
the system are easy access to bibliographic records through a wide range 
of indexes and greater speed in locating materials for interlibrary loan 
purposes . 

The RLIN system will be operative in Cleveland by the early fall. The 
Cleveland Museum of Art library maintains 100,000 volumes, acquiring about 
3500 volumes annually. The library has a strong research oriented collection 
with particular strength in the areas of medieval and oriental art. 
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For additional information, please contact Les Moyse, Public Relations Office, 

The Cleveland Museum of Art, 11150 East Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106; 
216/421-7340. 


